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It happened so fast. 
So unexpectedly.
And it could have ended in a trag-

edy.
Instead, it was a close call for new 

mom Kayla Pickett and her nearly 
7-month-old baby, Brantley, who 
lived to tell a cautionary tale of why 
snow and alcohol are a deadly mix.  

Driving home after work on what 

could have been a regular Thursday 
evening, Kayla watched petrified as a 
car entered her lane, ploughing into 
her Ford Edge head on.

“The baby, the baby…” she 
thought in the split second before 
the impact. 

Brantley napped in the back, 
lodged in his carseat between the 
two back seats. 

Instinctively, Kayla kept slam-
ming the brake, slamming the brake, 
slamming the brake, but to no avail.
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Kayla 

Pickett was 

hit head-on 

by another 

vehicle on 

Thursday, 

Feb. 13. Her 

7-month-

old son 

Brantley 

(below) was 

safely 

strapped in 

a carseat.

See CITY, A11
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Gabrielle Lynch was one of the young-

est at the celebration of the Bremer 

County Cattlemen in Waverly on Feb. 2. 

She is the daughter of Mary and Kirk 

Lynch of New Hampton.

Wartburg College has 
met its $2 million fundrais-
ing goal to enhance social 
work initiatives benefitting 
students and the Cedar 
Valley.

The college received 
$2,002,625 in gifts and 
pledges as part of its recent-
ly concluded Social Work 
Initiative supporting the 
Slife Institute for Social 
Work Consultation, 
Research, and Training as 

well as the Tomson Family 
Distinguished Chair in 
Social Work.

Wartburg graduates Jack 
and Sarah Slife Salzwedel 
provided a leadership gift 
for the Slife Institute honor-
ing her parents, the late 
Harry and Polly Slife, who 
were prominent Cedar 
Valley leaders. Harry also 
was chair of the Wartburg 
Board of Regents. A 
November 2013 event hon-
oring the Slifes helped sup-
port the initiative.  

The O. Jay and Patricia 
Tomson Professorship— 
established in 1984 through 

$2 million gift deepens 
Wartburg’s partnerships 
with area agencies
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Wartburg alumni Jack 

and Sarah Slife Salzwedel 

donated to Wartburg’s 

Slife Institute for Social 

Work Consultation, 

Research and Training.
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Mom grateful she and her 
baby survive wintery crash

Scott McGregor, a beef producer from 
Nashua, has been elected to the national 
Beef Promotion Operating Committee 
(BPOC) representing the Federation of 
State Beef Councils. 

The BPOC is a 20-person body that 
approves programs to be conducted with 
national funds collected through the man-
datory national Beef Checkoff Program. 
Half of its members are elected by the 
Federation and half by the Cattlemen’s 
Beef Board. Plans approved by the BPOC 
must be approved by the Cattlemen’s Beef 
Board and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

For more than a dozen years McGregor 

has been active in the Iowa 
Cattlemen’s Association and 
Iowa Beef Industry Council, 
serving in numerous lead-
ership positions. Since 1983 
he has been a partner with 
his two brothers in 
McGregor Farms, Inc., a 
third generation family 
farm. The farm consists of a 
cow-calf Angus herd and a 
feedlot, with row crops a significant part of 
the business. He and his wife, Tracy, have 
two grown children. 

The Federation of State Beef Councils is 
a division of the National Cattlemen’s Beef 

Association (NCBA). The NCBA is the old-
est and largest association of U.S. beef 
producers. Its Federation Division is an 
alliance of 45 state beef councils that col-
lect the $1-per-head mandatory assess-
ment on bovine animals, or “checkoff,” for 
beef promotion, research and education, 
remitting half to the Cattlemen’s Beef 
Board for national promotions and retain-
ing half for use at the discretion of the beef 
council’s board of directors. 

Beef councils also make voluntary 
investments in the Federation to help aug-
ment national and international checkoff 
programs and outreach.
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Nashua man named to National Cattle Industry post
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Council reviews 
rules of procedure
by ANELIA K. DIMITROVA

editorcft@gmail.com

The Waverly City Council 
reviewed a draft of a 12-page 
document called Rules and 
Procedures for Conduct of 
City Business on Monday, 
which spells out the process 
of running council meetings 
and outlines the way the city 
does business with its citi-
zens.

“Robert’s Rules of Order 
have been used in Waverly 
since the inception,” said 
former Mayor Bob 
Brunkhorst.

The hard copy of the U.S. 
Army Col. Henry Martyn 
Robert, prescribing the rules 
of parliamentary procedure 
and first published in 1876, 
sits next to the mayor’s 
microphone in the cham-
bers, along with a gavel.

But City Administrator 
Phil Jones says a new set of 
rules is needed to create a 
roadmap for efficient gover-
nance. 

“In the past, we’ve had a 
couple situations where the 
process wasn’t clear,” Jones 
said.

Waverly Mayor Chuck 
Infelt said the document will 
be helpful for the city at 
large.

“They are reasonable,” he 
said of the rules. 

Here, for the record, are 

some highlights the council 
discussed Monday.

The pres-
ence of four 
out of the 
seven council 
m e m b e r s 
constitutes a 
q u o r u m . 
Without one, 
council meet-
ings should 
be adjourned. 

The city 
administra-
tor, in consul-
tation with 
the mayor, the council and
department heads is in 
charge of establishing the 
agenda and its order, accord-
ing to the draft. 

An item may be added to 
the agenda if, seven days 
prior to the meeting, two 
council members request it.

The City Council and the 
mayor have the authority to 
add or delete items from the
agenda prior to its adoption.

The agenda packet,
which contains the support-
ing documents, is to be 
delivered to the council, the
mayor, the city administra-
tor and the city attorney four 
days prior to the regular 
council meeting.

“It is the intent of City 
staff to make the agenda 
packet available to the pub-
lic on the Thursday preced-
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Digital art sensation Kyle Lambert spoke with Chelsie 
Meyer’s eighth-grade art class at Waverly-Shell Rock Middle 
School, but he wasn’t actually in the building.

Well, sort of. He was on a large screen via GChat, 
answering the students’ questions from his home in the 

United Kingdom. And it was all because of Hannah
Folkerts.

Hannah is one of the art students in Mrs. Meyers’
eighth-grade class. She is very much a fan of Lambert’s
artwork, which focuses on iPad art and computer anima-
tion.

Meyer’s class was finishing their focus on iPad art when
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Hannah Folkert and her art teacher, Chelsie Meyer, speak with digital art sensation Kyle Lambert after class on

Thursday, Feb. 13. Hannah created a video about Lambert’s artwork for a research project, and, being impressed

by it, Lambert reached out to the Waverly-Shell Rock Middle School eighth-grade class.

Project connects class, famous artist
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“Obviously God has 
something to do with 
this.”

KAYLA PICKETT


